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Note from the Editor: 
 

You’re going through a trial…you’re in physical pain, emotionally hurt, feeling lonely… So you think you’ve got 

problems? How about a little perspective… 

Do you have a roof over your head? Food on your table? A few extra ‘amenities’? Someone you can turn to when 

you need them? Heck, if you live in America, you’re already wealthier than half of the world. (Do you realize that 

over 3 billion people live on less than $2 a day?) So just how bad do you have it?  

Look at the problems of the world: Continued unrest in the Middle East; we have ISIS beheading Christians; 

unpredictable fighting between Israel and Hamas; who knows what Putin’s planning nuclear-ly; lethal infectious 

diseases (hello?- Ebola)…  

I’m not saying m/any of you aren’t facing trials and suffering. So many of us in our little church are being attacked 

one way or another (which I believe means something big is about to happen- the devil is on overtime trying to put 

a kink in God’s plans…), but where do your trials really measure up to on the scale?  

And then there’s to whom we should really compare our lives to: Jesus Christ. How can you compare anything you 

are going through to what Christ endured? So many people didn’t like Him. They lied about Him. One of his best 

friends betrayed Him. He was beaten. He was hung on a cross, naked, to die a torturous death. (Side note- I’d 

rather be beheaded- it’s quick and done) He took the blame for your sins. (It really is humbling when you realize 

that He died because you swear, get drunk, make fun of someone’s outfit—because of the stamp you stole from 

work to mail your personal letter—(it’s just $.49, who’s that really hurt, right? (besides, you answered a ‘work-

related’ question during your lunch break- so it’s the least you’re ‘owed’ from them)… All of those things, and just 

one of them, is why He died. {Let that sink in—think of a petty moment today, a judgmental thought you had, or 

negative thing you said…— yeah, He died for that…} {sigh} And when you get past all of the physical pain he 

endured; remember the final torture—one that none of us will ever have to go through, even if we do face a 

physical persecution similar to the cross— we will never be left alone. God will never leave nor forsake 

us…(Hebrews 13:5) however, He had to turn His back on Jesus…(Matthew 27:46). That in itself should make you 

second-guess your whining about your ‘tough’ life. In this life, we will have trials and sorrow. (John 16:33) But this 

life is just temporary, and brief. It is just a prelude to eternity. And eternity is where our journey truly begins. And 

our sorrows will cease. No more terrorism. No more persecution. No more Putin without his shirt (fingers crossed!) 

No more Ebola… (and considering I’m getting on a plane in three days, I’m really grateful for that last one right 

now)… 

Summing it up: perspective. Nothing you are facing, or will face, or have faced, will ever compare to what Jesus 

went through. For you.  

(And yet another message on how this world is not about you…) 
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Above All, Michael W. Smith 
 

Above all powers, above all kings 
Above all nature and all created things 

Above all wisdom and all the ways of man 
You were here, before the world began 

 
Above all kingdoms, above all thrones 

Above all wonders the world has ever known 
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth 

There's no way to measure what you're worth 
 

Crucified, laid behind a stone 
You lived to die, rejected and alone 
Like a rose, trampled on the ground 
You took the fall and thought of me 

Above all 

https://video.search.yahoo.com/video/play;_ylt=A2KLqIAmvkFUf1YA7Fn7w8QF;_ylu=X3oDMTExbDlkaGp2BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDdmlkBHZ0aWQDVkJQUk9EBGdwb3MDNg--?p=above+all+lyrics&vid=9f3dfcb1c0207b06820cad3acc0e822f&l=4%3A32&turl=http%3A%2F%2Fts2.mm.bing.net%2Fth%3Fid%3DVN.607988080323920141%26pid%3D15.1&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DQ7EPZV56PuA&tit=%3Cb%3EABOVE+ALL+%3C%2Fb%3Eby+Michael+W+Smith+%3Cb%3ELyrics%3C%2Fb%3E&c=5&sigr=11aevm95p&sigt=11hmddfv7&age=0&&tt=b
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Can’t Tell What’s Inside  
Luke 9:23-24: Two important goals: 1) get a real and intimate 
picture of what Jesus must have seen and felt in those last hours 
2)apply what we learn from Him to our own difficult and dark times 
in life. (Elizabeth Clephane quote)  
A night that the Jews held sacred since their Exodus from Egypt 
almost 1500 years earlier, had a ceremonial feast (Leviticus 23:4-5- 
tells story of God’s deliverance of Israelites from Exodus 12:1-4) On 
the 10th day of the first month Nisan (roughly equivalent to April on 
our calendar) every family of Israel was to take a lamb, without 
blemish and separate it from the flock. On the evening of the 14th, 
the Passover lamb was killed, cooked and eaten during the night. 
The blood was applied on the door posts and lintel. This feast 
celebrates how God passed over all that were covered by the blood 
of the perfect lamb, and how Israelites were delivered from 
bondage by the power of the blood of the lamb. John 1:29, 1 
Corinthians 5:7: not only did Jesus fulfill this feast symbolically, but 
also literally. On the 10th of the Nisan, Palm Sunday, Jesus rode 
down the Mount of Olives on a colt; He was crucified four days later 
on Passover.  
We’ll begin with ‘the foot washing’. Two important things to see: 1) 
Jesus already knew in great detail the horrific moments that were 
just hours from Him (the knowledge of the physical and emotional 
torture weighing on His heart) 2) Jesus had clearly explained His 
terrible fate to those closest to Him that night- even starting a 
couple of days before the meal. Matthew 26:2, John 12:23-28, Luke 
22:14-23; and in light of all of this (they were about to lose their 
Friend to a horrible death; He explained every detail of the 
Communion and what it represents; He told them one of them 
would betray Him to this tortured death—these faithful servants 
began to argue among themselves about which one of them being 
the greatest in His Kingdom):Luke 22:24. Jesus shows us that we 
can’t face trials as we should because during our trial times we are 
too focused on ourselves. Jesus responded with: John 13:1-5. God 
Himself, about to give His all for those around Him, humbled 
Himself and became their Servant to the end to show them how to 
care for and love one another. His focus was still totally on them 
and how to serve them (there was no anger or resentment for their 
insensitive attitude or selfishness- just pure love and care until the 
end). Maybe we’d get through our trials easier if this was our real 
focus; our real motive in life. We turn inward and stop caring for or 
serving others.  
 Just after this meal, Jesus shows us another major point in times of 
trouble (He is about to go into the garden to be arrested; His worst 
betrayed moment on earth is coming- He stops to take a moment): 
Matthew 26:30: He worships God (He doesn’t blame God; isn’t 
bitter at the unfairness). Jesus’ pain and aloneness gets worse: 
Matthew 26:38-45: He is in such agony of heart that He felt He may 
actually die physically. In the literal last moments of His life He 
simply asked His closest friends to stay awake with Him for comfort 
and prayer- and three times they fell asleep and left Him alone. 
When the time finally came- they all left Him- alone. 
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Jesus truly understands when you feel alone in your trial. He faced 
torture and death, separation and rejection of His closest Beloved 
Father as He became the sin and embarrassment and guilt that 
God had to turn away from and hate… He knew the Father had the 
power to change anything: Mark 14:35-36. Jesus had the power 
with a word to change His circumstances; He loved the Father so 
much that He said: “If You will make another way, please do 
so…Otherwise, I will face whatever You have for Me.” How could 
He say this even though it meant His total rejection and suffering? 
Because He loved the Father that much; He knew the Father loved 
Him that much; He trusted the Father knew what was best. (see 
Daniel 3:16-18) Do you trust His love, knowledge, plan in your 
darkest trials? Even/especially if it means you have to remain in 
suffering for a time. What would you do if you had the power to 
change your circumstances, yet knew God wanted you where you 
are?  
Jesus was pushed beyond limits of His human form. He faced the 
shame and embarrassment of every dark, detestable act ever 
performed- with His pure, innocent conscience. Jesus became sin- 
He experienced all of the shame, guilt and agony of what our sin 
caused. The thing He dreaded most (something you, as a Christian, 
will never experience)- because all of sin was placed on Him- the 
Father had to turn His back on the Son.  “My God, my God…why 
have you left me?” We can’t even fathom this utter darkness. 
You think He doesn’t understand where you are in your pain and 
trial? You could never understand His pain. As a Christian, you will 
never experience the utter lost, guilty, alone, unloved hell that He 
experienced for you. He faced the worst God had to dish out so 
you wouldn’t have to. When you face terrible times- do you: 1. 
He is ‘above all’ things- yet chose to suffer beyond what you could 
understand to save and be with you. Can you change your way of 
thinking when you suffer? Can you place Him ‘above all’ and focus 
on Him- trust Him in your trials? 
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1 Thessalonians 5:12-13: “And now, friends, we ask 
you to honor those leaders, who work so hard for 

you, who have been given the responsibility of 
urging and guiding you along in your obedience. 

Overwhelm them with appreciation and love” 
 

Jeremiah 3:15: “And I will give you shepherds after 
my own heart, who will feed you with knowledge 

and understanding.” 
 

Hebrews 13:7: Remember your leaders, those who 
spoke the word of God to you; consider the 

outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 

 

 

To submit pieces for publication to or for questions regarding The Seed, please contact Stacie Thomas: info@wordoflightcc.com 

 

Matthew 26:38-45(NLT) 
38 He told them, “My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here and keep 

watch with me.” 39 He went on a little farther and bowed with his face to the ground, 

praying, “My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from me. 

Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.” 40 Then he returned to the disciples and found 

them asleep. He said to Peter, “Couldn’t you watch with me even one hour? 41 Keep watch 

and pray, so that you will not give in to temptation. For the spirit is willing, but the body 

is weak!”42 Then Jesus left them a second time and prayed, “My Father! If this cup cannot 

be taken away unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 When he returned to them again, 

he found them sleeping, for they couldn’t keep their eyes open.44 So he went to pray a 

third time, saying the same things again. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said, “Go 

ahead and sleep. Have your rest. But look—the time has come. The Son of Man is 

betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
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*Don’t forget to bring food pantry items on Sunday 

 

 

 (Prayer Accountability Commitment Trust)  
(9:30am Sundays) Adult Sunday School class 

P.A.C.T. 
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PACT resumes studying the book of 
Psalms; looking at the Hebrew writing 
styles, the authors, and the many 
purposes of the Psalms.  The Psalms 
give us everything from prophecy, to 
history, to learning how to worship, to 
learning how to pray, to learning 
righteous living, to learning 
expressions of every heartfelt emotion 
to God! 
 

Next Chapters: 48 - Read ahead 
& be prepared to discuss! 
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October Birthdays 
Pastor Appreciation Month 

1- Tank Smith 

4- Destiny Wright 

11- Carol Parsons, Joshua Morgan 

18- Carrie Baisden 

20- Jody Kinser 

30- Brenda Doss 
 

 

October Events 
18- Children’s Church trip to Creation Museum 

26- Steph Davis (Missionary) Speak during service 

 26- Fellowship Lunch 

26- Communion 

26- FLOCK to Evaroni’s & Pumpkin House  

6:30-10:30- $5 

 

 

October 26: 

Presentation on Cambodia Missionary 

Come see the work your support and 

prayers have helped and where God is 

leading them next! 

*Plus wish them well on their 

upcoming nuptials November 8! 

 

 

Steph Davis & Ryan Childress  

 

 



 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Powerpoint  

 

 
 

 

 

Powerpoint  

 

The Youth Group meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 and 

Wednesday evenings at 6:30. 

 

The Women’s Bible Study meets every Monday evenings at 7:00. 

 

 
 

Children’s Sunday School meets Sunday mornings at 

9:30 and Children’s Church during the sermon. 
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W.I.N.G.S. (Women In Need of God’s Strength) 
Women’s Bible Study (Every Monday 7:00pm) 
All women aged 18 and over are invited to join the 
ladies with unique bible studies. They are studying 
the book of James. 
 
 http://www.wordoflightcc.com/women.html 
 
For information regarding the group, please see 
Ginny Blankenship. 
 
 
 
 
The F.L.O.C.K. (Faith, Love and Obedience to Christ 
the King) Uth Group (Sundays 10:30am and 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm) 
Youth in grades 6-12 are encouraged to join in the 
activities of our Youth Group, focusing on the core 
values of the Christian Church: Fellowship, Missions, 
Worship, Evangelism and Teaching. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children: Sunday School and Children’s Church- boys 
and girls in kindergarten through sixth grade.  The 
goal of these classes is to “bring them up in the 
training and instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4) 
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MINISTRIES:  
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2276 US Route 60 

PO Box 256 

Culloden, WV 25510 

SERVICE TIMES  
Sunday 
Sunday School-9:30 a.m. 

Worship-10:45 a.m.  
 

Wednesday 
Adult Service-7:00 p.m.  
FLOCK Uth Service-6:30 p.m. 

 

  

 

 

Looking for a previous version of The Seed?  Find it on the website along with its’ corresponding sermon link- Now you can 

catch up on any sermons you missed, or review them when you need it.  http://www.wordoflightcc.com/nLarchive 

 West Side Story Project 
As you’ve probably heard by now, our Church has taken the step in 

purchasing land that came upon us during our Church-wide fasting… With 

donations and our savings included, we now have a total of over $50000 

towards our building and land fund goal.  Our goal to buy the land outright 

and start the ground breaking 

 HAS BEEN REACHED!!!! 

Won’t you join us in our Building Pledge Drive!?!?!? 
We’ve reached our goal to start- but we need your help to keep it going! 

 

KEEP PRAYING FOR THE BUILDING! 
http://wordoflightcc.com/WSSP.html 
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