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Note from the Editor:
Have you ever had a moment when you thought God was speaking to you? Not just whispering an ‘I love you’ or a
gentle reminder that you should go to church ‘today’… I’m talking about an all-out ‘here’s what I want you to do
for me’ moment… Yes? Pretty freaky, wasn’t it? What’s even ‘freakier’ is how you probably doubted it was from
Him; you questioned why He would have you do it, you argued that you didn’t have the resources (time, money,
skill…) to do it; and most likely even talked yourself out of believing/accepting that it was actually God speaking in
the first place. Been there, done that. And I’d like to tell you first-hand (and reiterate Doug’s message) that you
should just listen to Him and get on with it already. The more you ‘argue’, second-guess, ignore… the more He’ll
end up giving you; meaning, what could’ve been a simple task (like a monthly newsletter recapping briefly the
sermons and giving updates of the ‘happenings’ at WOL) becomes a much larger, time-consuming task (like a
weekly newsletter, with a lengthy recap (almost verbatim per Doug’s notes) and all ‘happenings’ at WOL, in
greater detail). {sigh} That’s right, I recognize the irony in it all. When I first felt ‘led’ to start doing a newsletter to
recap the messages (because I realized I was hearing the message each week- but forgetting it come Monday
morning- I thought it’d be nice to have notes as a reminder), and that’s when ‘it’ hit me (God might as well have
smacked me upside the head- it was that obvious). But no-oooo, I didn’t want to ‘hear’ it. I argued that Doug
wouldn’t trust me to do it; I didn’t want to step on anyone’s toes about being ‘important’ in the church; I didn’t
have time (working full-time, bible study, being a wife, having a life…); my husband wouldn’t understand or accept
my taking the time to do it; I didn’t really have the qualifications (I love to write—but am I ‘good’ enough for
people to read it? I have soooo much to learn about the Bible—who am I to ‘teach’?...). Therefore, I decided (HA!)
it wasn’t really God talking to a lowly servant like me. I must have ‘misunderstood’… So I went about my ‘life’… and
then the dreams started. This story started unraveling in my mind, and these characters started speaking—but not
just in my sleep; they began speaking while I was at work, or cleaning the house, or enjoying my life… (Yes, I know I
sound completely crazy right now- bear with me). And I realized that this was a story I had to get on paper. So I
spent hours; evenings upon evenings, writing this story… My husband was beyond supportive; he even got a kick
out of watching me ‘work’. And one morning, while curling my hair getting ready for work, I clearly heard from
God again; except this time not only did He smack me upside the head, but He used a brick (lovingly). He showed
me how I found the time to write this story and my husband was fine with it—surely I could find the time to write
a simple newsletter….(I’m summing it up) I started bawling (and burnt my neck with the curling iron) at the
realization. Did I immediately start writing the newsletter? Nope. I prayed about it some more. And then I broke
down and approached Doug (and I might add I ‘secretly’ prayed he’d talk me out of it or tell me ‘no’) {sigh} What
did Doug say? He, in his honest, impartial response told me he wasn’t going to tell me what to do (or not do) BUT,
he also felt that he needed to get a weekly message sent out to the congregation to ‘stay in touch’ through the
week between sermons; except he didn’t know how or when he’d find the time with everything else he does…
(and there was the two-by-four upside the head). So confirmation that ‘yes, this newsletter ‘thing’ was supposed
to happen’; ‘yes, it was God speaking’; and ‘no, since ‘I’ didn’t listen at first, it no longer was to be monthly, but
weekly’… {sigh} (if I’d only listened to begin with: I’d have more ‘free’ time (that I was sure I didn’t have to begin
with- now it’s next to non-existent); I most likely wouldn’t have this story in my head (and now on paper) sucking
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the energy out of me; I would still be full-time at work (due to some other circumstances (all of which encircle this
whole newsletter and story) that God’s shown me- I cut my hours at work back (and we could use the additional
income lately); AND you wouldn’t have to put up with a weekly email/Facebook post to bog down your time with this
newsletter. (See: you can be mad at me, too!)What I’m getting at is—no matter what He’s speaking to you about; how
large or insignificant you may think it is… (I’m stealing Doug’s line): LISTEN! For your sake, use me as an example, and
for the love of all things holy, pay attention to HIM! He means business! I was convinced that God wasn’t talking to
me; that it was my pride wanting to get ‘involved’; ‘show off’ my writing; be someone… I had one thing right; it was my
pride—trying to cap God’s Plan. I don’t know what His Plan is with this newsletter. I don’t even have any idea who (if
anyone) actually reads this thing. The reality is, He may have given me this ‘task’ because I was leaving ‘church’ at
church when I left Sunday… not carrying the message through the week; not living His Will… ALL of this may be to get
through my thick skull (with a brick and a two-by-four)…
I reluctantly answered His call. Please don’t hesitate like I did. Listen to Him speaking. Do what He asks. See Him work
in and around you. I have seen first-hand the blessings and the ‘curses’ out of listening (and not listening) to Him. The
‘bad’ that came when I ignored Him, and the ‘good’ when I followed. DON’T BE ME! (I beg you!) Seek Him through
prayer when you ‘think’ you hear Him speak. Seek ‘counseling’ from other brothers in Christ for confirmation if you
must. But you’ll know that you know that you know it’s Him… when He’s speaking. ‘Those who have ears, let them
hear’…
And honestly, if it wasn’t God speaking, but you honored Him with your ‘task’… He’s not going to hold you back for it.
So what do you have to lose?
(Please don’t find out…)
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Finding God’s Will Part 3
So far we’ve determined that not only does God still speak to us
today, but He expects us to hear Him when He speaks: John 10:2627. He communicates to give us His will and to have fellowship with
us; this should be one of our main reasons for wanting to hear
Him—to experience Him and have fellowship. But, your heart must
be ready to listen, consciously, actively looking for His voice and
hand in life; ready to do what He wants, now what pleases you;
ready to go where He is working, not ask Him to come to you. God
speaks to us 1)through His Word (which addresses much that we try
to discern) (acts as a ruler for what we think we hear in any other
way); and 2)through His Spirit (intimate promise from God—a way
of communicating that is more direct, powerful and personal than
His audible voice—sharing of His Spirit within our own: 1
Corinthians 2:10-12, 16).
There are several more Scriptural ways that God still speaks to us
today. 3)Other people: Romans 12:6-8: Paul explains there are gifts
of prophecy and exhortation in the church today- and these gifts are
used to reveal and encourage God’s will in your life—so the obvious
conclusion is that He will use others to communicate His will to us.
Why? 3a)We can hear God ourselves, but we might need
confirmation and encouragement in what we know God has already
placed within our heart (we know what God is telling us, and we
may be willing, but we doubt if we understand). 3b)Sometimes we
aren’t ready or able to hear God spiritually (too close to the world,
too immature in listening to God, too stubborn, too emotionally
tired, stressed or overwhelmed). Sometimes God will give a
message to someone consciously and intentionally, that they feel
compelled to share with you (OT: Nathan correcting David over
Bathsheba: 2 Samuel 11:27, 2 Samuel 12:1, 2 Samuel 12:13)(NT:
Agabus warning Paul: Acts 21:10-11). But God often uses an
ordinary person who has no idea they are being used (doesn’t know
they are bringing a message from God) to wake you to
understanding: 1 Samuel 25:32-35. God speaks through another
person to confirm what the Spirit has already placed into the heart
of the receiver- even if it is unclear at the time for reasons
mentioned- it will ring true in our heart when we hear it spoken to
us- be very cautious not to accept those things that God does not
confirm in your heart. Matthew 16:22-23: use extreme caution
when you feel you have ‘a word’ from God or you receive a word
from another- there is too much at stake to let egos and opinions
get in the way. 4)Circumstances: it has been said that two things
leave a lasting impression on a soul- great beauty and great pain:
circumstances in life often bring both (blessings, un/answered
prayer, failures, successes, tragedies/disasters, finances,
‘coincidences’, health, relationships)—have you ever gone through
a trying time in life and asked God ‘Are you trying to tell me
something, because I’m listening now?’ (were you listening as
intently before the circumstances, or at all?) 1 Timothy 2:3-4, 2
Peter 3:9: God won’t force His will in our lives- our choices and the

WORD OF LIGHT COMMUNITY CHURCH ∙ PO BOX 256∙ CULLODEN, WV 25510
www.wordoflightcc.com
Pastor Doug Doss

October 5, 2014

ISSUE #118

choices of others may bring things that God wouldn’t have wanted
for us, but in His perfect knowledge, He will use the outcome of
every circumstance for good in the end. He has a ‘desired will’ and
a ‘chosen will’: in His desired will you wouldn’t have to experience
pain; in His chosen will, it will sometimes have to be allowed for
the better good. How does God speak through circumstances? 4a)
God will sometimes interrupt your normal flow of life just because
He can’t get your attention any other way: Exodus 3:1-4. God
allows something in your life to refocus you on what’s important,
to make you take the time to talk with Him, to make you desperate
enough to talk with Him. He loves us so much that nothing is too
sacred in this temporary life if He can use it to reach us. If Christ
gave all, why would anything here be untouchable? 4b) to reveal a
part of you that (in your worldly mindset) you didn’t know needed
to be addressed: Jonah 4:6-11. Many of us have ignored or
unknown issues (unforgiveness, pride, jealousy, lust)- He may work
on you through failure, etc. in order to awaken you to these areas
that need attention and stress how it looks or feels to others- or He
may have someone treat you wonderful, in spite of your sin or
attitude to show how you should be acting. 4c) He may bring
events into our lives that will break us, humble us, bring us to
repentance, make us realize who we are in proper perspective- we
may be times we are aware and accept these faults within
ourselves, but God corrects and molds those He loves and calls His
own: Daniel 4:30, 34-35, 37. 4d) to challenge your faith (Israel
trapped at the Red Sea, David and Goliath, Job) 4e) to show us the
proper direction- sometimes opening doors as confirmation when
we follow His will. Sometimes He places us physically in the exact
location God needed us to complete a task for Him (Joseph in
slavery and prison-delivering his family; Philip walking south on the
road when he met the eunuch- saving him; Samuel being given to
Eli, and becoming a great prophet)
When you see events around you- look for the potential message
God is sending to you in your situation; look for the evidence of
God (not the absence of Him)- not how bad or uncomfortable they
are- but what He might have for you to do, to learn or to prove. Do
what you can with what you have, where you are in expectation.
Don’t compare similar circumstances with others as a clue to what
God may be doing with you (His plan for you is personal).
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1 Corinthians 2:10-12, 16(NLT)
But it was to us that God revealed these things by his Spirit. For his Spirit searches out
everything and shows us God’s deep secrets. 11 No one can know a person’s thoughts
except that person’s own spirit, and no one can know God’s thoughts except God’s own
Spirit. 12 And we have received God’s Spirit (not the world’s spirit), so we can know the
wonderful things God has freely given us. 16 For, “Who can know the Lord’s thoughts?
Who knows enough to teach him?” But we understand these things, for we have the mind
of Christ.
10

Romans 12:6, 8 (NKJV)
Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them:
if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith... 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation…

6

Matthew 16:22 (NCV)
Peter took Jesus aside and told him not to talk like that. He said, “God save you from
those things, Lord! Those things will never happen to you!”

To submit pieces for publication to or for questions regarding The Seed, please contact Stacie Thomas: info@wordoflightcc.com

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13: “And now, friends, we ask
you to honor those leaders, who work so hard for
you, who have been given the responsibility of
urging and guiding you along in your obedience.
Overwhelm them with appreciation and love”
Jeremiah 3:15: “And I will give you shepherds after
my own heart, who will feed you with knowledge
and understanding.”
Hebrews 13:7: Remember your leaders, those who
spoke the word of God to you; consider the
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.
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Steph Davis & Ryan Childress

October Birthdays
Pastor Appreciation Month
1- Tank Smith
4- Destiny Wright
11- Carol Parsons, Joshua Morgan
18- Carrie Baisden
20- Jody Kinser
30- Brenda Doss

October Events
12- Steph Davis (Missionary) Speak during service
12- Communion
18- Children’s Church trip to Creation Museum
19- Fellowship Lunch
26- FLOCK to Evaroni’s & Pumpkin House
6:30-10:30- $5
*Don’t forget to bring food pantry items on Sunday

October 12:
Presentation on Cambodia Missionary
Come see the work your support and
prayers have helped and where God is
leading them next!
*Plus wish them well on their
upcoming nuptials November 8!

To submit pieces for publication to or for questions regarding The Seed, please contact Stacie Thomas: info@wordoflightcc.com

P.A.C.T.

(Prayer Accountability Commitment Trust)
(9:30am Sundays) Adult Sunday School class
PACT resumes studying the book of
Psalms; looking at the Hebrew writing
styles, the authors, and the many
purposes of the Psalms. The Psalms
give us everything from prophecy, to
history, to learning how to worship, to
learning how to pray, to learning
righteous living, to learning
expressions of every heartfelt emotion
to God!

Next Chapters: 47 - Read ahead
& be prepared to discuss!
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MINISTRIES:
W.I.N.G.S. (Women In Need of God’s Strength)
Women’s Bible Study (Every Monday 7:00pm)
All women aged 18 and over are invited to join the
ladies with unique bible studies. They are studying
the book of James.
http://www.wordoflightcc.com/women.html
For information regarding the group, please see
Ginny Blankenship.
The Women’s Bible Study meets every Monday evenings at 7:00.

Powerpoint
The F.L.O.C.K. (Faith, Love and Obedience to Christ
the King) Uth Group (Sundays 10:30am and
Wednesdays at 6:30pm)
Youth in grades 6-12 are encouraged to join in the
activities of our Youth Group, focusing on the core
values of the Christian Church: Fellowship, Missions,
Worship, Evangelism and Teaching.

The Youth Group meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 and
Wednesday evenings at 6:30.

Powerpoint
Children: Sunday School and Children’s Church- boys
and girls in kindergarten through sixth grade. The
goal of these classes is to “bring them up in the
training and instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4)

Children’s Sunday School meets Sunday mornings at
9:30 and Children’s Church during the sermon.
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West Side Story Project
As you’ve probably heard by now, our Church has taken the step in
purchasing land that came upon us during our Church-wide fasting…
With donations and our savings included, we now have a total of over
$50000 towards our building and land fund goal. Our goal to buy the
land outright and start the ground breaking
HAS BEEN REACHED!!!!

Won’t you join us in our Building Pledge Drive!?!?!?
We’ve reached our goal to start- but we need your help to keep it going!

KEEP PRAYING FOR THE BUILDING!
http://wordoflightcc.com/WSSP.html

Looking for a previous version of The Seed? Find it on the website along with its’ corresponding sermon link- Now you can
. any sermons you missed, or review them when you need it. http://www.wordoflightcc.com/nLarchive
catch up on

.
.

.
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SERVICE TIMES
Sunday

Sunday School-9:30 a.m.
Worship-10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
.
Adult Service-7:00
p.m.

FLOCK Uth Service-6:30 p.m.
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