September 21, 2014

The

ISSUE #116

Seed
Edited by Stacie Thomas

Note from the Editor:

I’m gonna go a little further than Doug did in his sermon- because quite frankly, I’m tired, I’m sick and I’m cranky—so look outI’m not holding back…
For the past, I’m gonna say two years- though it feels like forever- we’ve had the same underlying message thrown at us in just
about every sermon. This life, the one we’re living here and now on this Earth, is not, I repeat, is NOT about us. We are so
stinking worried about us it’s exhausting (and I’m not just saying that because my meds are kicking in- and I am exhausted). We
only worry about our eternity (if it’s eternity we’re even thinking about) (more likely it’s to do enough to get by to barely skate
into Heaven and escape the fiery pit…). What about the other people of this world? We are commanded to ‘Love God, Love
others’ (Matthew 22:37-39). What about God? Start with just Matthew 22:37: LOVE GOD. Because let’s face it, when we get that
part right, I mean truly, honest-to-goodness-can’t-wait-to-get-up-in-the-morning-and-praise-Him-and-fall-asleep-at-nightthanking-Him loving Him, then the rest will fall into place. When you start realizing that every little thing you have is because of
Him, and that you are nothing without Him… then you’ll start seeking Him more- to draw Him closer to you. And He wants
nothing more than a relationship with you. A true fellowship together. So when you finally get there, the rest follows. When you
empty yourself of you, and fill yourself with Him, you’ll start doing more and being more of His Disciple. Because you are filled
with Christ, you will begin to act more Christ-like (you will never be perfect like Him, but don’t ever quit striving for it). And the
attitude, deeds, servitude, love will flow from you like it did from Him. You’ll begin to love others; really, truly, honest-togoodness-want-to-sacrifice-yourself-for-the-sake-of-someone-else love them. And when you’re finally ‘in tune’ with God, then
He’ll start talking to you. He’ll start whispering little tidbits into your ear; He’ll start placing little tasks on your ‘to do’ list; and
before you know it—bam—you’re having true fellowship with the King, and He knows your desires and you want His own.
{selah} {seriously, stop, (collaborate and listen) and truly think about what ‘true fellowship’ with the King would be like}.
{Hallelujah!}
We all say we ‘just want to be happy’. But that happiness is dependent upon things and people in this world. We don’t truly trust
that God also wants us to be happy, and His Plan is more often than not entirely different than the one we map out for ourselves
(typically the opposite direction and climate we’re prepared for). True happiness relies on God. He should be our only
dependence. He is ‘I Am’. (not you) “Thy Will be done” (not my)… The sooner we get that through our thick skulls, (the sooner
these messages will stop) the happier we will be…(and these messages will stop)
We make this seem like such a bigger deal than it has to be. We just need to open our hearts to Him. It’s pretty simple; not easy,
but simple: Seek Him, and you will find Him (Jeremiah 29:13).
(Okay, I might’ve held back a little bit. (Proverbs 10:19) ‘Cuz there’s a whole lot ‘else’ going on in my mind… but I don’t want to
turn anyone away. YOU might be the reason we keep hearing this message repeatedly, and I don’t want to be responsible for the
continuation of it if you close your ears…)
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Knowing God’s Will
What is God’s will for my life? There are times in which you know
your life will change completely and forever one way or the other
based on what you are waiting to hear from God about a subject. The
majority of Christians, if they’re being honest, would say they are
full of doubt, misunderstanding frustration and fear (ex: Did I hear
God correctly, Is it God, Satan or me? Why can’t I hear you God? Do
you even want to talk to me?) Have you ever been there? You need
an answer so badly—nothing but silence. You change your mind
daily about what you think God is saying to you about a subject. You
feel like God would never talk to you like He does others who are
more deserving…
Does God still speak today? 1) Does God love us as more as He
loved people in OT & NT? Yes! We do God and ourselves an
injustice when we miss this major reason for communicating with us.
If He loves us, don’t you think He desires fellowship with us also?
Psalm 143:6-10. Can you have real fellowship with one-way
communication? It is impossible to have intimacy without sharing
yourself- wouldn’t it be natural for Him to share His heart with those
He loves as well? John 15:15, Genesis 18:17. 2) Does the written
Word of God give exact information on every decision we face? No!
It’s not designed to. If He has a will for you, He will take
responsibility to reveal it to you. Psalm 25:4, James 1:5, Proverbs
3:5-6. It was common and expected experience for God to reveal
direction to characters of the Bible- should you expect different? No!
3) How can we be effective in a war as God’s Special Forces behind
enemy lines when we don’t receive our orders? Wouldn’t it be a
powerful tactic for Satan to keep God’s will hidden from us in this
war? (and we are fighting in a Spiritual War) 4) Learning to hear the
voice of God is where we begin to see the true purpose of our lives
and grow our faith in a tangible way because only God knows what
direction will truly use the gifts and abilities He has placed in you.
Learning to be obedient to what He tells you is how you grow in
faith, as He provides and protects while you follow.
It is a command that we do listen for and understand His will. Most
people don’t understand or acknowledge this fact: We belong to God.
It is not our option to decide when or if we want to hear His voice, it
is not our life we are living. Scriptures make it clear that we must
distinguish His voice from others and follow it if we are His. John
10:3-5, John 10:26-27. How can we say with Jesus “Not my will, but
Yours be done…” if we don’t know His intimate will? If we aren’t
supposed to be able to hear God personally and intimately today,
how in the world are we biblically able to be saved? John 6:43-45: if
we aren’t supposed to be able to hear God, why does Jesus say that
the Holy Spirit will comfort and teach? If people of the OT, without
the Spirit of a God living in them, heard God speak, how much more
does a sanctified, Spirit-filled Christian whom the Bible says has the
mind of Christ in him? Repeatedly God offers and commands that we
seek His wisdom in directing our personal paths. He even goes as far
as to say we are not even His is we can’t hear His voice. John 4:42
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How do we learn to hear God? Before Scriptural steps to hearing
God speak will be helpful, we must first prepare our hearts or God
will not reveal Himself. Jeremiah 29:13. To seek God with all of
your heart means that you understand a couple of things: 1) the
whole purpose of seeking God isn’t so we can get information from
Him- it’s for fellowship. All through Scripture, God is more
interested in revealing Himself and having a relationship than just
giving us His will. To seek Him with our whole heart means that we
are more interested in seeing Him work and reveal Himself than we
are in the answers we need. That alone is why many don’t hear His
voice! Ever wonder why God doesn’t just give us the information
we need all at once and be done with it? We might run if we saw
everything God had for us all at once (building our faith). God
wants to be involved in our lives day by day in the most intimate
way- He wants to go on the journey with us as a Guide and Friendnot give directions and send us on our way. He wants us to learn to
trust Him as we rely on Him step by step. 2) If we’re searching with
our whole heart, we must be truly willing to say ‘I want Your will
for my life- whatever it may be!’ We have to make a conscious
decision to forsake our wants and plans, then go to God with a truly
open and neutral will as we seek direction. Matthew 6:9-10. How
often do we pray with this attitude and intention that Christ Himself
taught? You can only get this attitude with a proper understanding
of what it is truly like to ‘Die to self and live for Christ.’ God’s will
is for us to draw close to Him, to love others in reality, to reach
everyone with Hope and Love, and to have the faith, confidence and
desire to be used in this mission no matter what- understand that a
successful life in His will may mean something totally different than
your idea of success. 3) your prayers must change from ‘God where
are you’ to ‘God where do I need to be?’ This is the kind of prayer
that you can expect to get answered, because God is always at work
somewhere. The Prophets and Disciples began to have answered
prayers and directions from God only when they were ready to step
out to be where God was working. You will never find God’s will
or power just asking God to bless where you are in ‘your happy
little life’.
Yes, God still talks today; but are you ready to listen? Do you only
want information or really want Him? Are you ready to accept His
answers? Do you want to be where He is, or do you just want to
remain comfortable where you are in life? He’s calling you! Answer
these questions honestly and it will determine if you are ready to
continue on the journey towards learning to discern His will!
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Psalms 143:6-10 (NLT)
I lift my hands to you in prayer. I thirst for you as parched land thirsts for rain.
(Interlude) 7 Come quickly, LORD, and answer me, for my depression deepens. Don’t turn
away from me, or I will die. 8 Let me hear of your unfailing love each morning, for I am
trusting you. Show me where to walk, for I give myself to you. 9 Rescue me from my
enemies, LORD; I run to you to hide me. 10 Teach me to do your will, for you are my God.
May your gracious Spirit lead me forward on a firm footing.
6

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT)
5

Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. 6 Seek
his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.

John 10:26-27(NLT)
But you don’t believe me because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I
know them, and they follow me.
26

Jeremiah 29:13 (NKJV)
And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.
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September Birthdays
3- Daniel Hardwick, Steph Davis
7- Peter Rose
13- Josh Holstein
20- Mitch Robinson
23- Mark Ratcliff
24- Noah Yanero
26- Ember Dunn

October Birthdays
1- Tank Smith
4- Destiny Wright
11- Carol Parsons, Joshua Morgan
18- Carrie Baisden
20- Jody Kinser
30- Brenda Doss

September Events

October Events

14- VBS Reflection and Look Ahead Meeting
18- Children’s Church trip to Creation Museum
15- WINGS study of James begins
19- Fellowship Lunch
17- FLOCK Seneca Rocks $20 deposit due
19-20- Ladies Retreat @ Howells Mill Christian Camp
21- Fellowship Lunch
21- Nativity Meeting
24- FLOCK Corn Maze Field Trip
26-28- FLOCK Seneca Rocks My Socks Trip $40
28- Vote for 2015 VBS theme
*Don’t forget to bring food pantry items on Sunday

To submit pieces for publication to or for questions regarding The Seed, please contact Stacie Thomas: info@wordoflightcc.com

P.A.C.T.

(Prayer Accountability Commitment Trust)
(9:30am Sundays) Adult Sunday School class
PACT resumes studying the book of
Psalms; looking at the Hebrew writing
styles, the authors, and the many
purposes of the Psalms. The Psalms
give us everything from prophecy, to
history, to learning how to worship, to
learning how to pray, to learning
righteous living, to learning
expressions of every heartfelt emotion
to God!

Next Chapters: 45 - Read ahead
& be prepared to discuss!
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MINISTRIES:
W.I.N.G.S. (Women In Need of God’s Strength)
Women’s Bible Study (Every Monday 7:00pm)
All women aged 18 and over are invited to join the
ladies with unique bible studies. They are studying
the book of James.
http://www.wordoflightcc.com/women.html
For information regarding the group, please see
Ginny Blankenship.
The Women’s Bible Study meets every Monday evenings at 7:00.

Powerpoint

The F.L.O.C.K. (Faith, Love and Obedience to Christ
the King) Uth Group (Sundays 10:30am and
Wednesdays at 6:30pm)
Youth in grades 6-12 are encouraged to join in the
activities of our Youth Group, focusing on the core
values of the Christian Church: Fellowship, Missions,
Worship, Evangelism and Teaching.

The Youth Group meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 and
Wednesday evenings at 6:30.

Powerpoint
Children: Sunday School and Children’s Church- boys
and girls in kindergarten through sixth grade. The
goal of these classes is to “bring them up in the
training and instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4)

Children’s Sunday School meets Sunday mornings at
9:30 and Children’s Church during the sermon.
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West Side Story Project
As you’ve probably heard by now, our Church has taken the step in
purchasing land that came upon us during our Church-wide fasting…
With donations and our savings included, we now have a total of over
$50000 towards our building and land fund goal. Our goal to buy the
land outright and start the ground breaking
HAS BEEN REACHED!!!!

Won’t you join us in our Building Pledge Drive!?!?!?
We’ve reached our goal to start- but we need your help to keep it going!

KEEP PRAYING FOR THE BUILDING!
http://wordoflightcc.com/WSSP.html

Looking for a previous version of The Seed? Find it on the website along with its’ corresponding sermon link- Now you can
. any sermons you missed, or review them when you need it. http://www.wordoflightcc.com/nLarchive
catch up on

.
.

.

2276 US Route 60
PO Box 256
. Culloden, WV 25510

SERVICE TIMES
Sunday

Sunday School-9:30 a.m.
Worship-10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
.
Adult Service-7:00
p.m.

FLOCK Uth Service-6:30 p.m.

www.wordoflightcc.com

