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Note from the Editor: 
 
 

So again with my rabbit trail… Sunday’s message was on Law & Grace… so naturally this introduction will teach you about the 
United States Army Special Operations Command (USASOC)…  
 
Wait, huh? 
 
*The USASOC oversees various special operations forces in the US Army. Its mission is to organize, train, educate, fund, 
administer, mobilize, deploy and sustain Army special operations forces to successfully conduct worldwide missions. One 
subordinate unit is the 75th Ranger Regiment, also known as Rangers. The Rangers are an elite special operations force of the 
United States Army. The regiment is a lethal, agile and flexible force, capable of executing a myriad of complex, joint special 
operations missions in support of US policy and objectives. The Rangers are always combat ready, mentally and physically tough 
and prepared to fight. It is composed of one special troops battalion and three special operations battalions with specialized 
skills that enable them to perform a variety of special operations missions, including direct action, airfield seizure, airborne and 
air assaults, reconnaissance, and personnel recovery. The special troops battalion (STB) is basically the headquarters and 
‘behind-the-scenes’ guys of the regiment. The special operations forces (‘special ops’) are military units trained to perform 
‘unconventional’ missions. Their capabilities include: Reconnaissance and surveillance in hostile environments, Training and 
development of other states' military and security forces, Offensive action, Support to counter-insurgency through population 
engagement and support, Counter-terrorism operations, Sabotage and demolition, Hostage rescue.  
(*Most of this information is pulled almost verbatim from various Wikipedia pages) 
 
The Airborne Rangers have an unusual motto: “Sua Sponte”: “Of my own accord!” because you have to choose three times to be 
a Ranger (1- Army, 2- Airborne, 3- Ranger)- but more importantly, because they stress that they require no forcing, no pleading, 
no prodding to risk all and get the job done. (you choose…) 
 
Surely you see where Doug, and obviously I (the rascally rabbit) have found comparisons… No? Let me break it down… The 
USASOC (aka the Church) oversees various special operations forces (aka Christians) by organizing, training/educating, 
administering, mobilizing, deploying and sustaining the special operations forces (again, aka Christians) to successfully conduct 
worldwide missions. The 75th Ranger Regiment (aka ‘Jesus Freaks’- see any previous sermon over past 18 months) are the elite, 
lethal, agile and flexible force. They are always prepared to fight in the War. See the similarities now? We are the Rangers, 
people! (or at least that’s our goal). Most of us are in the National Guard for God (no offense to any military Guard personnel) - 
only giving up minimal, required time to serve Him. We need to step it up. We need to want to join the Rangers, then do it! Time 
is wasting away, and the clock is ticking. We’re running out of time to make our decision of whether we’re in this War, or against 
Him. We are the special ops. We are His chosen. We must advance into enemy territory, teach others about our God, be on the 
offense against Satan, support those we’re trying to help, be ready to fight and destroy the enemy and rescue (save) all that we 
can! Our enemy (Satan) is great; but our God is greater!  
 
So, back to the point- be a Ranger! Adopt their motto: “Sua Sponte” (“Of my own accord”) and live His motto: diligit Deum, 
diligat et alii: Love God, Love others. 
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Law vs. Grace 
 Do we live under the Law or under Grace? There are many groups 

of ‘Christians’ who have confusing views about Grace and Law. 

Many follow Levitical Law, focusing on trying to be ‘sinless’, clean 

shaven, long-sleeves, and follow the Levitical diet- yet live in pride, 

anger and unforgiveness. And many feel that since we are covered by 

Grace and therefore are sloppy in their living because it’s covered 

under God’s goodness; or they have no rules to live by so long as 

they do everything in love. You may feel you don’t have a problem 

understanding the difference in Grace and Law, yet quote Leviticus 

18:22, and ‘ignore’ Leviticus 19:19 & 20:9- of which the unbelieving 

world is all too aware and quick to mockingly remind the Christian 

world that doesn’t make sense. Do you focus and compare what you 

are doing right or wrong as a basis of your standing with God? It can 

be very confusing to ‘rightly divide the Truth’ and understand what it 

means to live under Grace, and whether we are under obligation to 

keep Laws- and if so, which ones? Why study the Law if we’re not 

required to keep it? Our right view of Grace and Law has everything 

to do with how we live our lives, view God and see the world around 

us. Scripture is filled with clear information; it’s because of 

selfishness and neglect that we fail to see what it says.  

If the Law was done away with at the Cross, then how can all of the 

world be sentenced to death because of their sins?: Romans 3:23: If 

we weren’t redeemed by Christ, would we also be condemned to 

death? Isn’t there a Law required to convict and condemn us today? 

The Law is in effect today, or the world would be guiltless; in fact, 

the Law was in effect before it was officially given by Moses—

otherwise how was disobedience acknowledged? (How would the 

pre-flood world have reached a point of condemnation by God if they 

were not under Law?) The Law is still in effect where people haven’t 

heard it yet!: Romans 2:14-16. God has written His Law of love, and 

right from wrong in our hearts and conscience- all of us (in any time 

and environment) have a fundamental knowledge of God’s moral 

laws in our hearts so we are without excuse (Judged according to 

what we have been given). It’s not that we are living in a time when 

the Law has been done away with, it’s that, if we trust Christ, we are 

living in such a time as the death of God Himself has taken the place 

of our death in Grace and Mercy (as required by this existing Law- 

making us immune, outside of, untouchable by the Law). Romans 

10:4, Galatians 2:19-20, Romans 7:1-4: It’s not that the Law was 

taken away (it’s still there)- but because the prosecution has been 

carried out and the execution has been administered the Law has 

been fulfilled. And now we are as untouchable as a dead man is to 

the court system because we have already died according to the Law. 

There are at least three functions of the Law. 1) God gave the 

Israelites written Law to mark and separate them from the rest of the 

world as a chosen people (set apart and sanctified), Leviticus 20:26. 

Is the Levitical Law for us specifically today? Not if you don’t 

belong to the Nation of the chosen people God set apart with these 

Laws; not unless you are still using the animal sacrifice system that 

Christ came to do away with; not unless you can’t understand all of 

these Laws were to be used as an illustration and shadow of the True 

Miracle that was to come in Christ (and their time has passed).   
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Hebrews 10:1, Colossians 2:16-17, Hebrews 8:5-7. (So we can’t 

quote them as a system of righteousness to others)- But does this 

mean we shouldn’t consider these Laws when reflecting on our own 

conduct of righteousness before God? 2) Gove gave the Law to 

convict us of the sin in our hearts. Romans 5:20, Galatians 3:191, 

Romans 7:7-12: this means the Law tells us certain things we do are 

selfish and sinful (like telling a child they can’t take something that 

doesn’t belong to them) but it also reveals hidden sin and rebellion 

that wouldn’t otherwise have been known. Paul admits here that 

once we’re told something is sin, we purposefully desire it more 

than ever, making us determined to do things, even the one thing 

forbidden (like the child told not to touch something) (ex: 

Adam/Eve: fruit) 3) God gave us the Law to teach and restrain us 

until we reach maturity in the love and salvation of Christ. Galatians 

3:23-25, 4:1-52. Until we inherited Christ, the Law would be our 

schoolmaster, keeping us in line and teaching us how we were to act 

until we were mature enough in mind and heart to act right by 

choice through the giving of the Spirit. 

Are we under obligation to follow the Law (since it was given to a 

select group, at a select time, and we are saved by Grace, free from 

it anyway…)? Romans 6:1-2, 15-16. Scriptures say our conduct 

can’t change just because we aren’t under obligation to follow the 

Law…because Christ paid the highest price to free us from the 

terrible results of sin. We should be more resolute not to sin than 

ever, knowing the cost and joy of being freed- and since the 

necessity of the actions required by Law are still there- we are just 

free from the penalty of not following the Law. Matthew 5:17-22: 

Jesus clearly say He did not do away with the Law- but He fulfilled 

it. He permanently fulfilled all the sacrificial Laws foreshadowed in 

the Tabernacle through His own death; He fulfilled the penalty of 

the Law by taking the punishment upon Himself; He illustrated the 

full teachings of the Law by revealing the true love that they were 

designed to reflect; He freed us, through His death, to fulfill the 

Law from our own hearts, rather than from legalistic obligation and 

fear. It also means that Jesus actually expects us to go farther than 

the Law ever required of us in righteous living! He expects that we 

strive to do everything the Law ever asked and more- because we 

have the thankfulness of His sacrifice and forgiveness and the Love 

of His Spirit indwelling us. Does that mean we are to try to fulfill all 

613 Mosaic Laws? Scriptures emphatically state that the ceremonial 

and dietary laws were for another time and reason- not for us. 

Galatians 4:9-11, Colossians 2:16-17. We can and should closely 

study the context and original purpose of the OT Laws as given to 

the Hebrews and determine the principle behind them, and how it 

applies to us today (but they aren’t for us directly) Deuteronomy 

7:3-4: The Hebrew people were to remain separate in marriage from 

other nations to prevent the children of the True God from turning 

to other gods. After Christ’s death, there is no distinction between 

Jew or Gentile- but all are His children if they accept Christ- so the 

moral equivalent is to marry a non-believer: 2 Corinthians 6:14-15. 

The OT commandment is not to be taken literal in this age- but the 

principle is sound. When expressing an OT Law to someone- be 

sure you start with God’s love, His principles and His NT 

comments before improperly applying Mosaic Law. Besides the 

 

1: The Greek word for "added" here is prostithemi (pros-
tith'-ay-mee), meaning: 
- to place additionally, 
- to proceed further,  
- to lay beside,  
- to give more 
 
2: The Greek word for "tutor" here is paidagogos (pahee-
dag-o-gos), meaning a servant whose job it was to take 
children to school, protecting and keeping them in line 
until they are mature. 
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ceremonial and dietary laws, which Scriptures openly show were for 

a time, almost all moral laws (or at least their foundational principles) 

have been reiterated in the NT because they are all based on love and 

concern for God and each other. Matthew 7:12, Romans 13:8-10, 

Matthew 22:37-40.  

But- the last thing God wants is for us to legalistically keep laws. It is 

what made Jesus the angriest when on earth (Pharisees); it’s why He 

died to keep us from having to do; it’s what keeps many of us 

depressed, anxious, jealous and spiteful. The key to keeping the Law 

and living an even more stress-free and happier than ever before is to 

focus on where you want to go, not where you don’t want to be. We 

need to focus on what Jesus says is really the heart of the Law in the 

first place: Loving God and loving others. Give all that time and 

energy to getting closer to Christ in prayer, reading, serving and 

watch how much easier it gets to keep His Law through natural 

adoration of who He is and trust in His Plan. John 14:23-24, 1 John 

5:1-3, Galatians 5:16, Romans 6:20-22.  Paul says ‘you used to be so 

completely lost that you had no worries about having to do anything 

good- now- you are so completely saved that you should have no 

worries about doing anything bad!’  

The Law showed our complete failure and lost state; Grace removed 

our shame, guilt and obligation- saving us so completely that we 

don’t have to worry about keeping that Law anymore. Love and 

Gratitude causes us to keep the Law because we choose to, under no 

obligation. 
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Children’s Church:  

"You will seek me and find me when 

you seek me with all your heart."  

Jeremiah 29:13 NIV  

 

Children’s  
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 Galatians 2:19 (NKJV) 
For I through the law died to the law that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with 

Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the 

flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 
Galatians 3:19 (NKJV)  

“19 What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of transgressions, till the 

Seed should come to whom the promise was made;” 
Romans 7:7-12(NKJV)  
“7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have 

known sin except through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the  

law had said, "You shall not covet." 8 But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, 

produced in me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was dead…9I was alive 

once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. 10 And the 

commandment, which was to bring life, I found to bring death. 11 For sin, taking occasion  

by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me. 12 Therefore the law is holy, and the 

commandment holy and just and good.” 
 

          

 
 

 

Yeah, it makes that much sense… 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

*Don’t forget to bring food pantry items on Sunday 

 

 

 (Prayer Accountability Commitment Trust)  
(9:30am Sundays) Adult Sunday School class 

P.A.C.T. 
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PACT resumes studying the book of 
Psalms; looking at the Hebrew writing 
styles, the authors, and the many 
purposes of the Psalms.  The Psalms 
give us everything from prophecy, to 
history, to learning how to worship, to 
learning how to pray, to learning 
righteous living, to learning 
expressions of every heartfelt emotion 
to God! 
 

Next Chapters: 44 & 45 - Read 
ahead & be prepared to discuss! 

 

 

www.wordoflightcc.com 
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Can You Guess What  
We’re Studying Sunday? 

 

 

September Birthdays 
3- Daniel Hardwick, Steph Davis 

7- Peter Rose 

13- Josh Holstein 

20- Mitch Robinson 

24- Noah Yanero 
 

 

September Events 
14- VBS Reflection and Look Ahead Meeting 

15- WINGS study of James begins 

17- FLOCK Seneca Rocks $20 deposit due 

19-20- Ladies Retreat @ Howells Mill Christian Camp 

21- Fellowship Lunch 

21- Nativity Meeting 

24- FLOCK Corn Maze Field Trip 

26-28- FLOCK Seneca Rocks My Socks Trip $40 

 



 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Powerpoint  

 

 
 

 

 

Powerpoint  

 

The Youth Group meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 and 

Wednesday evenings at 6:30. 

 

The Women’s Bible Study meets every Monday evenings at 7:00. 

 

 
 

Children’s Sunday School meets Sunday mornings at 

9:30 and Children’s Church during the sermon. 
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W.I.N.G.S. (Women In Need of God’s Strength) 
Women’s Bible Study (Every Monday 7:00pm) 
All women aged 18 and over are invited to join the 
ladies with unique bible studies. They are studying 
the book of James. 
 
 http://www.wordoflightcc.com/women.html 
 
For information regarding the group, please see 
Ginny Blankenship. 
 
 
 
The F.L.O.C.K. (Faith, Love and Obedience to Christ 
the King) Uth Group (Sundays 10:30am and 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm) 
Youth in grades 6-12 are encouraged to join in the 
activities of our Youth Group, focusing on the core 
values of the Christian Church: Fellowship, Missions, 
Worship, Evangelism and Teaching. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children: Sunday School and Children’s Church- boys 
and girls in kindergarten through sixth grade.  The 
goal of these classes is to “bring them up in the 
training and instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4) 
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MINISTRIES:  
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2276 US Route 60 

PO Box 256 

Culloden, WV 25510 

SERVICE TIMES  
Sunday 
Sunday School-9:30 a.m. 

Worship-10:45 a.m.  
 

Wednesday 
Adult Service-7:00 p.m.  
FLOCK Uth Service-6:30 p.m. 

 

  

 

 

Looking for a previous version of The Seed?  Find it on the website along with its’ corresponding sermon link- Now you can 

catch up on any sermons you missed, or review them when you need it.  http://www.wordoflightcc.com/nLarchive 

 
West Side Story Project 

As you’ve probably heard by now, our Church has taken the step in 

purchasing land that came upon us during our Church-wide fasting… 

With donations and our savings included, we now have a total of over 

$50000 towards our building and land fund goal.  Our goal to buy the 

land outright and start the ground breaking 

 HAS BEEN REACHED!!!! 

Won’t you join us in our Building Pledge Drive!?!?!? 
We’ve reached our goal to start- but we need your help to keep it going! 

 

KEEP PRAYING FOR THE BUILDING! 
http://wordoflightcc.com/WSSP.html 
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