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Relentless
Do you ever find yourself thinking that if you didn’t have to give so much time, money, energy to the church or if you weren’t a
Christian you could [fill in the blank]? Maybe your Christian values aren’t worth it, or you’re tired of ‘loving’ people, or you feel
like it’s been too hard for too long and you’re just ‘done’, or you feel like you’re not benefitting from this ‘whole Christian’
thing…? Luke 14:25-35, Luke 9:57-62: both passages show people coming to Jesus offering their servitude- but Jesus isn’t
excited about getting more followers, He is excited about getting true followers- so rather than answer with praise and
excitement, He gives seemingly harsh and judgmental responses. Jesus works hard to make these people see the true nature
of their own hearts when they don’t even realize how shallow their commitment to Him really is (many were promising their
lives). He shows extreme disappointment and rejection because the people never really had, or they lost passion for Him (not
because they failed to earn their way to Heaven). He claims that they aren’t His disciples. Many people miss that this is
happening to them today- they don’t realize they have begun to look back longingly, they just know that they are becoming
increasingly miserable in their Christian walk. There is a world of pain and trouble that slowly creeps into the life of one who is
looking back as they try to walk with God. Numbers 14:2-3, Exodus 16:2-3: the Israelites began following God, but love of self
and comfort made them ‘look back’ at their old life before God called them out. Constantly looking back after choosing to
follow God will cause complete misery in the life of a follower (bitterness, depression, unmotivated to pray or do anything
‘spiritual’ in nature; less productive in your work for God, the church or helping others in general because of a loss of desire to
serve, (you can’t plow straight row when you aren’t focused on the work) you may find yourself easily sinning in ways that you
weren’t before (lust, forgiveness, anger, language), you may be feeling a loss of fellowship with God). Why do you feel like
this? 1 Corinthians 15:17-20. Possibly something has shaken your faith in God’s existence and you question if you are doing all
of this for nothing; you become angry at something that God did or didn’t do- thereby justifying that these struggles and trials
aren’t worth it; you miss something that God calls sin and find yourself longing for it; you can justify something in your life that
God calls sin, but you choose to be right over serving Him wholeheartedly (divorce for wrong reasons, homosexuality, lust,
unforgiveness, etc.); your life for Christ brings inconvenience or struggle for those that you love and you don’t want to see
them struggling anymore; your walk with Christ is costing so much financially, or time-wise, or reputation-wise that you look
back at simpler times; the fatigue and weariness (physically, emotionally) to continue to ‘do right’ has left you empty and
wanting to quit.
So many people start out on the road following Jesus, as many physically did in the days He walked the earth, but very few
finish the journey (with their eyes still fixed on Jesus, hearts undivided, hands still on the plow). How do you regain that love,
desire and commitment? You can’t will yourself to be more committed through increased action or discipline (that would be
fake, make you more miserable and destined for failure). There are several truths that you need to realize- Satan will work
tirelessly to be sure that you keep a distorted view of these truths and if your ‘world-view’ is completely off then your attitude
and motivation will be off, but Satan can only do this if you are more focused on self than God and His Truths. 1) Trust HimIsaiah 55:8-9- God will always bring blessing to your circumstances when you live for Him: Psalm 37:4-5- He will bring more
unity and love to your home if you put Him first; He will provide a way when you give to Him first; He has a reason for
everything that you didn’t get in life that you thought you should; He has a reason for everything He allows in life; you are
better off in every circumstance of life. Stop and consider the impact of your life with and without God. Devoting yourself to
this life may get you more ‘stuff’, but if God is real and eternity is real- what good is more ‘stuff’ in comparison? Nothing but
blind selfishness would ever convince you that a life lived for self now will make even fraction of the impact that working for
Christ will make in your lifetime; or seeing a person you know die without hope, or disintegrate under the weight of sin or
worthlessness. Matthew 13:44-46, Philippians 3:7-9: you have to realize that you wouldn’t be here without your creator; He
literally, painfully gave everything He had for you- how can you give less? You have no other meaning for your existence than
to love the one that loves you most. Nothing else matters without Him. The joy that comes when you finally learn to totally
abandon yourself and anything you desire will set you free in so many areas. We are finally set free to have an abundant life
when we learn not to look back ever again.1 Your joy and peace are directly related to living in love and undivided devotion to
Christ. 2 Peter 2:20-22.
Have you turned from the Holy Commandment: ‘Love God and Love others’? Have you gotten so distracted, upset, unbelieving
that you are looking back, rather than loving, serving and living with devoted jot? Jesus made it clear that He wants the same
crazy love for Him that He has for us.
“Relentless…Forward…Motion…For our God and King.”
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1 Corinthians 15:17-20 (NLT)
“17 And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still
guilty of your sins. 18 In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are lost! 19
And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in
the world. 20 But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great
harvest of all who have died.”

Matthew 13:44-46 (NLT)
“44 “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field.
In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money
to buy the field. 45 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout
for choice pearls. 46 When he discovered a pearl of great value, he sold everything he
owned and bought it!”

To submit pieces for publication to or for questions regarding The Seed, please contact Stacie Thomas: info@wordoflightcc.com

Matthew 6:33:
Seek first God’s Kingdom
Children’s

Children’s Church:
"For the Son of Man came to seek
and to save the lost."
Luke 19:10 NIV
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September Birthdays
3- Daniel Hardwick, Steph Davis
7- Peter Rose
13- Josh Holstein
20- Mitch Robinson
24- Noah Yanero

September Events
14- VBS Reflection and Look Ahead Meeting
15- WINGS study of James begins
17- FLOCK Seneca Rocks $20 deposit due
19-20- Ladies Retreat @ Howells Mill Christian Camp
24- FLOCK Corn Maze Field Trip
26-28- FLOCK Seneca Rocks My Socks Trip $40

-

*Don’t forget to bring food pantry items on Sunday

To submit pieces for publication to or for questions regarding The Seed, please contact Stacie Thomas: info@wordoflightcc.com

P.A.C.T.

(Prayer Accountability Commitment Trust)
(9:30am Sundays) Adult Sunday School class
PACT resumes studying the book of
Psalms; looking at the Hebrew writing
styles, the authors, and the many
purposes of the Psalms. The Psalms
give us everything from prophecy, to
history, to learning how to worship, to
learning how to pray, to learning
righteous living, to learning
expressions of every heartfelt emotion
to God!

Next Chapter: 43 - Read ahead &
be prepared to discuss!
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MINISTRIES:
W.I.N.G.S. (Women In Need of God’s Strength)
Women’s Bible Study (Every Monday 7:00pm)
All women aged 18 and over are invited to join the
ladies with unique bible studies. They start back
Monday the 15th studying the book of James.
http://www.wordoflightcc.com/women.html
For information regarding the group, please see
Ginny Blankenship.
The Women’s Bible Study meets every Monday evenings at 7:00.

Powerpoint

The F.L.O.C.K. (Faith, Love and Obedience to Christ
the King) Uth Group (Sundays 10:30am and
Wednesdays at 6:30pm)
Youth in grades 6-12 are encouraged to join in the
activities of our Youth Group, focusing on the core
values of the Christian Church: Fellowship, Missions,
Worship, Evangelism and Teaching.

The Youth Group meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 and
Wednesday evenings at 6:30.

Powerpoint
Children: Sunday School and Children’s Church- boys
and girls in kindergarten through sixth grade. The
goal of these classes is to “bring them up in the
training and instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4)

Children’s Sunday School meets Sunday mornings at
9:30 and Children’s Church during the sermon.
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West Side Story Project
As you’ve probably heard by now, our Church has taken the step in
purchasing land that came upon us during our Church-wide fasting…
With donations and our savings included, we now have a total of over
$50000 towards our building and land fund goal. Our goal to buy the
land outright and start the ground breaking
HAS BEEN REACHED!!!!

Won’t you join us in our Building Pledge Drive!?!?!?
We’ve reached our goal to start- but we need your help to keep it going!

KEEP PRAYING FOR THE BUILDING!
http://wordoflightcc.com/WSSP.html

Looking for a previous version of The Seed? Find it on the website along with its’ corresponding sermon link- Now you can
. any sermons you missed, or review them when you need it. http://www.wordoflightcc.com/nLarchive
catch up on

.
.

.
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SERVICE TIMES
Sunday

Sunday School-9:30 a.m.
Worship-10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
.
Adult Service-7:00
p.m.

FLOCK Uth Service-6:30 p.m.
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