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Note from the Editor:
The only difference between us and Joseph is faith (sounds like when I said the only difference between us and Noah: Faith). God put
Joseph through 30 years of testing, and he came through each one with his faith not only intact, but stronger with each trial. He
obeyed, trusted and followed God through it all. Can you say the same thing? How many times has God whispered in your ear (or
screamed it to some of us (um, hello:me)) to do something, and you ignored Him? I can give you multiple examples in my own life, and
I’m willing to bet you can, too, if you’re honest with yourself. We can justify it with any reasoning we want (we don’t have the time,
money, etc.; God wouldn’t ask me to do that when I don’t have any idea how; that isn’t really from God- I’m imagining it… etc.). The
truth is, we don’t hear Him because we’re not really listening.
There are 2.2 billion Christians in the world today (that’s about 1/3 of the population)… Let’s assume that half of those make the
Christianity claim, but don’t practice it. Then let’s take half of that because, well, we’ll just assume only half of them are really ‘in tune’
to God. We’re down to 550 million people. Now, let’s assume that each of those has had just one time He told us to do something that
we didn’t ignore Him. That’s 550 million good deeds, missions, kind words, ministries, service, etc. that could have existed…there’s a
minimum of 550 million lives that could have been impacted (assuming each person only touched one other person). So the next time
you think it’s not a ‘big deal’ that you’re not listening or trusting or following Him when He speaks to you…you’re deluding yourself in
thinking God doesn’t have a plan. You don’t know the impact YOUR service to trust God can have on the world.
What if the disciples chose not to follow His orders? Or Paul? Or Billy Graham? Or Beth Moore? Or Doug Doss? Or (fill in the blank)?
I can tell you that if my grandmother hadn’t listened, I wouldn’t be here. And she was just the wife of a man who worked too hard,
raising four boys, the lunch lady at the school, and stuck with a granddaughter to help raise long after her days of rearing children
should have ended. When she should’ve been enjoying her ‘senior’ years and retiring with her husband and relaxing, she was learning
to dress a little girl like a little girl, and carting her off to Sunday school and church, teaching her about Jesus, and singing ‘This Little
Light of Mine’ with her. I’m sure she had many moments when she could’ve (should’ve and probably did) thought that it wasn’t fair.
But I am so thankful she persevered. I am so thankful she listened; because I am so thankful I am here- reveling in and sharing my
faith. I don’t know what impact my service is having on anyone else, but I trust that He’s using it for something. Each instance we
experience is not wasted; they are a part of His plan, and He uses each moment for His good and works. (Jeremiah 29:11 and Romans
8:28) To me, that is so hopeful and such a great comfort. No wonder non-Christians are so hateful and empty. They don’t have the
hope that we have. If I had to continue this life, seeing, feeling and knowing the evil in this world, without knowing, trusting and
believing in eternity with Jesus, I would be filled with such anguish and hatred as well.
Going back- can you imagine the impact Christians could/would/should have on the world if we only just followed His commands? If
we served Him (by serving others)? Think of the movie Pay It Forward. If we each obeyed with just one thing God tells us, it would
have a ripple effect, and the world wouldn’t be dark like it is. His Light would shine in every depths of the earth.
Perhaps we shouldn’t think about it as a service we’re doing for Him, but rather a disservice to Him when we ignore Him. Because,
once again (stated eloquently or not) this life is not about us. What we do for God should NOT be measured in our serving attitudes,
deeds, intents, but in our hearts. And when we’re not following His instructions, disobeying His orders, ignoring His whispers (uh, hum,
screams)- it’s not about the service we’re not doing, it’s about the disservice we are doing. Perhaps this world is so dark and glum, not
because of the evil that gets done in it, but by the good that doesn’t get done.
“All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.” (Edmund Burke)
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Are You a Head Shaker or a Difference Maker?
Genesis 37:2-4: Joseph was favored by his father over all his other
brothers. He didn’t have to do any of the hard work the others did,
and was usually sent to check up on them or bring them news. He
was given his ‘coat of many colors’ as a badge of favoritism 1. He was
a young, unfairly blessed, unevenly worked, exalted brat who liked
to tattle on the rest of his brothers. (In reality, much of the problem
had been caused by ‘poor parenting’- like so many today who teach
their children that they are entitled to everything, and are better
than everyone else. Showing favoritism of a certain child because of
his personality, gender or age causes that child to be susceptible to
sins of pride and selfishness, and other children to be susceptible to
sins of jealousy and low self-esteem. Although we are accountable
for our own actions, these parenting flaws can still cause a hard life
as the child fights to regain character that has been lost.) as if partial
treatment and tattling ways weren’t enough, he then shows little
discernment or care as he shares his prophetic dreams: Genesis
37:5-8, and it would seem that his dream telling was with the wrong
attitude because it even caused his doting father to become ill with
him. His brothers planned to kill him outright and cast him in a pit
and blame it on wild animals due to their bitter jealousy. Reuben
(who was too afraid to step up and stop them, but too convicted to
kill him suggested they just put him in the pit to die rather than
killing him themselves—he planned to secretly come back later to
rescue him) may have been trying to do right, although he was still
too worried about himself and others to make a strong stand- or he
may have been trying to appease his father for having committed
adultery with one of his father’s wives, causing him to lose the
birthrights of a firstborn.
Imagine being thrown into a deep hole in the middle of nowhere by
your own brothers, knowing that you’re going to die slowly of
hunger and thirst, alone, knowing no one will ever find your body
and hearing your brothers so carefree about your death that they sit
down to eat a meal nearby (Genesis 37:25)—then imagine the shock
to find that your brothers pulled you out only to sell you to foreign
slave traders at 17 years old.: Do you have circumstances that are
just simply unfair? Where you are surrounded by people that can’t
understand your pain and seemingly couldn’t care less? You wonder
why your life seems unimportant to God- Do you live with
frustration of how it could/should be and isn’t? Do you live each day
remembering how much better your life could be if someone hadn’t
done what they did to you? These scenarios are where many of us
exist. Compare it to Joseph’s story and see the amazing lessons God
gives us. Joseph found himself sold into slavery in a foreigner’s
house with no one who cared about him and no reason to feel
worth; nothing but reasons to hate everyone he knew and live
spitefully and depressed the remainder of his life- but: Genesis 39:16: he not only survived- he flourished!2 Imagine his sincerity: Genesis
39:6-9: he was 17 (hormones raging), living as a slave and foreigner,
forgotten by anyone of influence in his life (and seemingly

1

Colors: Hebrew word: pas: The coat of many colors was a tunic
like almost everyone wore in those days, but this one was
special...The word used infers that it was long sleeved and hung low
to the ground, verses short sleeve, short length tunics of the time!
It carried a note of importance and prestige, and was not a tunic for
the working man to wear... This coat may have even been an
outward sign that Joseph was to receive the birth rights of his
father! Maybe because Rachel was suppose to be his first wife, and
was his favorite! Or maybe because Reuben had ruined his chance
by shaming the family with adultery.

2
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by God), wanted by his master’s wife (he could have had all his
master gave him and an affair behind his back)- but he remained
true to God and trustworthy to his master. His reward?: Genesis
39:11-14 (historical note- prisons were rare then- punishment was
usually death, fine, retribution or mutilation- note the OT Law
doesn’t mention prison sentences) (Egypt was one of few nations
that had prisons- yet punishment for adultery was execution)leading one to believe that Potiphar may not have been totally
convinced of his wife’s story- but he was powerless to question.
Joseph was obedient to God and humbly serving Potipher even
after having been through such turmoil, yet he seemed to be
repaid by this situation—imagine how deserted and frustrated he
must have felt then. Have you ever worked for a time, really hard
to please God, only to have bad circumstances occur in your life
and think negatively about serving God anymore? Genesis 39:2123: Joseph was abandoned and sold by his own family, lived as a
slave for about 13 years, remained caring and faithful to them and
was imprisoned for something he didn’t do- yet even there he
continued to serve God and men. We know he served men
because he worked diligently as the keeper of the prison, and he
looked on others with care. Genesis 40:6-8: We know he served
God because he relied upon the gifts that God gave him in order
to help these men; even here he didn’t give up, get bitter or feel
depressed; he continued to make the absolute best of his situation
by serving others and God wherever he found himself.
After Pharaoh learns of Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams from
his cupbearer that had been imprisoned with him, he calls for him.
Joseph interprets his dreams and warns of 7 years of plentiful
harvests, followed by 7 years of the worst draught in their history.
God’s power through Joseph impresses the Pharaoh that he
makes Joseph second in control of all of Egypt, with the purpose
of preparing them for the coming draught. Now Joseph is 30,
(having just spent 13 years in slavery without justification) and
God used all of these terrible events in Joseph’s life to build his
character, hone his abilities as an overseer and manager of people
and resources (with no skills), show his abilities and gifts to the
right people in the right place at the right time, to position him in
a foreign land under the direction and power of the right people
that could: save his own people from the famine in such a
supernatural act of sovereignty that it proved God’s Hand on
them. It placed this small band of God’s people into the choicest
of lands, under the protection and sustenance of Egypt, caused
the Hebrews to flourish, while all of Egypt was selling itself into
bondage to the Pharaoh for food, starting with the promise to
Abraham, it took 250 years for this new Hebrew nation to grow
from one to 70 men but under the protection of Egypt, when
given the best of lands in Goshen to thrive on, they grew to
2million- while setting them up for the next greatest miracle God
would perform when He would bring them out of Egypt 430 years
later. If Joseph had decided at any time during this 13 year period,
to become hopeless, pitiful and defeated- none of this would have
been possible through him and he would probably have died in his
imprisoned, slave state- miserably. If Joseph had know that all of
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this was part of the master plan of God (to save him, his family
and all the future Nation of Israel)- how much easier do you think
it would have been for Joseph to endure all of these things?
Feeling great worth, importance and calling in every day of
suffering, rather than being tempted with worthlessness,
abandonment and fear… But if God had worked that way, do you
think Joseph would have learned the humility, trust and servitude
needed to succeed? He probably would’ve remained the pompous
little boy he started as in Canaan; might’ve taken credit for the
plan and the work instead of showing God’s sovereignty and might
as it all fell together from nothing. If you were shown how your
tough time, your hard life, struggles were part of an immensely
important plan from God, wouldn’t it be much easier for you to
get through them with the right attitude? The difference between
you and Joseph is FAITH. Joseph always trusted, persevered and
served others. What if God is growing, testing, purging, molding
you for 30 years so He can use you for the great tasks He has in
store for your life? Would you be willing to suffer through
righteously, knowing He will use you mightily for your
perseverance? 1 Corinthians 2:9- what if God has to prepare you
for 70 years here on this earth because He has a major calling that
you are responsible for in eternity? Luke 19:17- the plan is the
same for each of us. Somewhere (here or eternity), everything we
are experiencing will determine whether we are ‘head shakers or
difference makers’! The key is to SERVE (in tough times- serve in
perseverance, in unfairness- serve in humility, in unjustness- serve
in forgiveness). We are called to ‘Love God, Love Others’. There is
no love without giving yourself, so Jesus is clearly saying ‘Serve
God, Serve Others’. When you stop serving, it is because you have
begun to look inward, and in creeps selfishness, depression,
hopelessness, worthlessness.
There is one last test that Joseph passed that is just as important
as anything he faced in his trials that would have kept God from
choosing and using him faster than anything- but God knew
Joseph’s heart: how did he handle the blessing that followed?
Look at the incredible love and forgiveness shown after his rise to
power, with the very lives of all who heartlessly hurt him- this
shows the true heart of Joseph more than anything else: Genesis
45:1-5, 10-11, 14-15: Joseph used all his new found power,
success and wealth to continue to serve those that hurt him the
most, even though he was more powerful, more important than
them; even when their father was dead and the brothers had no
reason for Joseph to continue with his kindness and servitude:
Genesis 50::15-21. Do you continue to serve God and others when
everything seems to be against you in life or do you shrink into a
world of self-focus and pity? Do you continue to serve God and
others when you are successful over others- or do you get even
more self-serving, self-focused, prideful and spiteful towards
those who may have hurt you in the past? The choice to always
serve means the difference between abundant living and pain,
between being used and being left alone, between being a
‘difference maker, or a head shaker’!
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Pastor Doug Doss:
“Never is there a time that it’s not all about serving God and serving others. After
all the [junk], Joseph still chose to serve those around him. You’re never too good to
be serving. Serve always.”
“The plan is the same for each of us, either here or in eternity… everything, God
doesn’t waste a thing, everything that we experience is going to determine whether
you’re a head shaker or a difference maker.”
“When times are tough…you serve in perseverance. And when times are
unfair…you serve in humility…And when you’ve just been terribly done and it
was unjust, then you serve in forgiveness…You can not love God and love others
unless you are choosing to serve Him. It’s just talk…unless you learn to serve, in
all circumstances.”
“We can revolutionize for God, by God, through God, if we choose to serve others.”

To submit pieces for publication to or for questions regarding The Seed, please contact Stacie Thomas: info@wordoflightcc.com

Children’s

Children’s Church:
““Worship the Lord your God, and
serve Him only.” Matthew 4:10b NIV
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August Birthdays
1- Matthew Morgan
4- Ayden Blankenship
6- Lipas Hicks
17- David Morgan Jr.
24- Jennifer Romine
27- Caleb Kinser
31- Courtney Massey

August Anniversaries
10- Chris & Angel Yanero

August Events
3- VBS Blowout Party: 3:15 Pump Up the Fun,
Barboursville
9- FLOCK Pool Party
16- Yard Sale- for info see Brenda or Stacie
17- Fellowship Lunch

-

*Don’t forget to bring food pantry items on Sunday

To submit pieces for publication to or for questions regarding The Seed, please contact Stacie Thomas: info@wordoflightcc.com

P.A.C.T.

(Prayer Accountability Commitment Trust)
(9:30am Sundays) Adult Sunday School class
PACT resumes studying the book of
Psalms; looking at the Hebrew writing
styles, the authors, and the many
purposes of the Psalms. The Psalms
give us everything from prophecy, to
history, to learning how to worship, to
learning how to pray, to learning
righteous living, to learning
expressions of every heartfelt emotion
to God!

Next Chapter: 43 & 44- Read
ahead & be prepared to discuss!
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MINISTRIES:
W.I.N.G.S. (Women In Need of God’s Strength)
Women’s Bible Study (Every Monday 7:00pm)
All women aged 18 and over are invited to join the
ladies with unique bible studies. They are on hiatus
until September 15 when they will begin studying
the book of James.
http://www.wordoflightcc.com/women.html
For information regarding the group, please see
Ginny Blankenship.
The Women’s Bible Study meets every Monday evenings at 7:00.

Powerpoint
The F.L.O.C.K. (Faith, Love and Obedience to Christ
the King) Uth Group (Sundays 10:30am and
Wednesdays at 6:30pm)
Youth in grades 6-12 are encouraged to join in the
activities of our Youth Group, focusing on the core
values of the Christian Church: Fellowship, Missions,
Worship, Evangelism and Teaching.

The Youth Group meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 and
Wednesday evenings at 6:30.

Powerpoint
Children: Sunday School and Children’s Church- boys
and girls in kindergarten through sixth grade. The
goal of these classes is to “bring them up in the
training and instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4)

Children’s Sunday School meets Sunday mornings at
9:30 and Children’s Church during the sermon.
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West Side Story Project
As you’ve probably heard by now, our Church has taken the step in
purchasing land that came upon us during our Church-wide fasting…
With donations and our savings included, we now have a total of over
$50000 towards our building and land fund goal. Our goal to buy the
land outright and start the ground breaking
HAS BEEN REACHED!!!!

Won’t you join us in our Building Pledge Drive!?!?!?
We’ve reached our goal to start- but we need your help to keep it going!

KEEP PRAYING FOR THE BUILDING!
http://wordoflightcc.com/WSSP.html

Looking for a previous version of The Seed? Find it on the website along with its’ corresponding sermon link- Now you can
. any sermons you missed, or review them when you need it. http://www.wordoflightcc.com/nLarchive
catch up on

.
.

.
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PO Box 256
. Culloden, WV 25510

SERVICE TIMES
Sunday

Sunday School-9:30 a.m.
Worship-10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
.
Adult Service-7:00
p.m.

FLOCK Uth Service-6:30 p.m.
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