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TheSeed 

Edited by Stacie Thomas 
A Note From the Editor: 
 
“You may not have a marriage problem, but a spiritual problem…Marriage will either teach you to love as Christ, or it will harden 
your heart.” (Pastor Doss)   Can I get an ‘AMEN’!?!?!?!  
 

To those that are, or have ever been married… you completely understand; you get it. To those that haven’t taken that plunge yet, 
{sigh}, (crickets chirp)… I’m sure your marriage will be different?!?!?! 
 

Firstly, let’s put it out there… I feel deceived and cheated by Walt Disney on the expectation of ‘happily ever after’, because from 
what I’ve experienced, there’s more truth to the way the Brothers Grimm published the fairytales. “The imagery was often, well, 
grim, and the stories were crammed with plenty of violence. The concept of a “happy ending” was not one that the Grimms really 
bought into. Fairy tales and folkloric stories had originated as teaching tools, attempts to warn children of all the dangers they 
might face in the world through allegory and symbols. Life is hard. Sometimes you’re going to have to pay the piper. Literally.”1  
 

I get it, I do… no one will buy into it if you give them the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. You’ve got to sugarcoat 
it, or we’d all be single. But how come we don’t really discuss marriage in real terms to those about to take the plunge? Maybe we 
should’ve let the Grimms tell their stories so no one would have their hopes and dreams destroyed by reality. I had plenty of 
people tell me marriage was hard; it takes a lot of hard work, yada, yada, yada… but no one gave me prime examples. For 
instance, I felt like a complete failure as a wife, Christian and human being as the first overwhelming feeling of detestation washed 
through me instead of adoration for my husband. I didn’t know it was normal. (It is normal, right?) I’m not going to lie, there were 
days that not only did I wish I hadn’t married him, but that I’d never even met him. Harsh, right? I know. And I know there have 
been times he’s wanted to just drop me on the side of the road and leave me. Or wish I just disappeared, and not come home. 
 

BUT- here’s the great thing- once I finally figured out that marriage wasn’t a ‘me’ contract, it was a ‘we’ contract—and not we as 
in he and I, but we as in he, He and I… WOW! What a difference! (Let me insert quickly here that I do not proclaim to have a 
perfect marriage, or think that I’ve got it all figured out- bear with me for a few). When I stopped expecting him to make me 
happy, and always live those vows we took of ‘love’, ‘cherish’, ‘honor’, ‘obey’- and I began expecting to find my happiness in Jesus- 
I not only felt ‘loved’, ‘cherished’, ‘honored’ by Him, but also by him. Because when I stopped resenting, denying, and hating my 
husband, and began treating him with the same respect that I revered in God, it was reciprocated. (Not to say there aren’t still 
times I argue and resent and disrespect my husband, just as there are times that he ignores, argues and disrespects me) We’re still 
selfish human beings. 
 

We’re never going to be perfect, or have that perfect ‘happily ever after’. But we can have ‘happy after’ moments- whereas we’re 
happy after our selfishness is done. I’ve found that I can do things to make myself happy, have an instant joy, but when I do things 
that make my husband happy, it’s a residual joy.  
 

I was talking with my baby sister who has been married for nine months (I’ve been married for almost 13 years) and she made a 
profound statement that gave me the best marital advice I can pass along. Her husband was sick (and whiny and needed her to 
cater to him) (wives- you understand what I’m saying) - and I made a joke about it, and her response was “I just have to remember 
that when I’m serving him, I’m serving Jesus.” [V-8 moment]. My little sister just schooled me in my relationship with my husband 
and also with Christ. Because that truly is what it’s about. Our marriage, like every relationship we have on this earth, mimics our 
true hearts and relationships with Christ.  
 

So, yeah, maybe you don’t have a marital problem… maybe you have a spiritual problem. 
 
 

1: http://blog.koldcast.tv/2011/koldcast-news/grimms-fairy-tales-not-necessarily-happily-ever-after/ 
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It appears that these Disney ‘love birds’ do believe 
 (or at the very least- live) the Grimm fairytale – ironic, isn’t it? 

Chyeah- they look ‘happily ever after’… 

 

http://blog.koldcast.tv/2011/koldcast-news/grimms-fairy-tales-not-necessarily-happily-ever-after/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/word-light-community-church/id472695717?mt=2&ign-mpt=uo=4
http://facebook.com/WordofLightCC
https://twitter.com/WordofLightCC
http://www.pinterest.com/wordoflightcc/
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Fairytale Marriage 
Whether you’re married, plan to marry (even if ‘again’) and/or just love 

Christ- this message is for you. Why did/do you get married? (love, 

companionship, security, sex, children…) Did/do you expect a ‘fairytale 

marriage’? There is something much deeper that God means for us to get 

out of marriage that most Christians miss, and could revitalize and save 

many marriages, and help us as individuals. Ephesians 5:31-32. Through 

Paul, God tells us that the union of man and woman in marriage is a 

profound mystery; one that can be contemplated deeper as we compare it 

to the love Jesus has for His Church. God’s Word clearly says that 

marriage, when done right, is the best illustration He can provide for us 

to grasp His unity and love in us. So marriage in its very nature must 

involve so much more than the average person recognizes; and it must be 

much more important to our well being, growth and happiness than we 

have ever considered. Let’s compare our marriages to Christ and His 

Church and find how the pieces of this great mystery should fit into our 

own relationships. They are so interlinked with our relationship with 

Christ that it’s impossible to maintain a loving relationship with Christ 

and still have a cold or shallow, unloving marriage. You may not have a 

marriage problem, but a spiritual problem. God designed marriage in 

such a way as to be our perfect and ultimate training ground for learning 

how to love like Christ. Following God’s Plan for marriage will change 

you. He designed it to reveal our faults, purge us, grow us and shape us. 

Some may think it is our marriage holding you back from a better 

relationship with God or a better ministry, when in fact your marriage is 

your first ministry. We want to blame marriage, or the other person for 

doing exactly what God has designed them to do in your life- reveal your 

weaknesses, mold you into what you are meant to be. Marriage will 

either teach you to love as Christ, or it will harden your heart. 

Love or Pride? Proverbs 16:2, Hebrews 4:12-13. Your marriage partner 

will heap upon you their expectations, their demands, their 

responsibilities, their thoughts and desires- until all of your sense of 

significance and importance will sometimes seem gone (you’ll drown in 

their needs and desires). When this happens- what is at the center of your 

heart: love or pride? One or the other will become glaringly apparent as 

the controlling force in your life and it will be much more apparent to 

your spouse than to you. (if your immediate thought is to apply this to 

your spouse instead of yourself, then you probably have your answer 

about your own heart) The direction of a marriage lies in the simple 

choice of what you will kill in your own heart and what you will let rule 

(no excuses). If you allow your pride to be ruined, you are strengthened 

into a better person according to God’s design; your marriage will 

flourish and you will become a happier person. But if you continually 

trade your choice to love with being right, better, in control, more 

important, then you allow love to be ruined instead of pride and your 

marriage will fail and you will become something that God says He 

resists (James 4:6) and you will be a miserable person. Remember you 

are not submitting to your spouse when you choose love over pride, but 

to God. James 4:6-7. 1 Corinthians 13:4-5. 

Selfishness or Sacrifice? Romans 12:1. Christ has agape love for His 

Church- which is the choice to love another not just in emotion or words, 

but in actions, because love is by nature a sacrifice. Self- sacrifice is the 
key to true worship of God; the total giving of self for another that is a 
trait that we are to begin perfecting as we live for each other in  

 

 

 

Mystery #2

A Gap 

or 

Agape?

 

http://www.wordoflightcc.com/fairytale.html


  

 

marriage. Ephesians 5:25, John 15:13. Do you live your life as though your 
spouse were the center of your desire and attention? (sacrifice to put 
them and their needs first, serve them, think of them first, live to please 
them, consider their feelings, build your plans and priorities around them) 
or are they supposed to live their lives around you? You will find that the 
key to marital bliss is often rekindled when we get back to God’s Word in 
our marriages and build our lives and plans around another as we did 
when our love was fresh and new. How you give yourself to your spouse is 
one of the most important things you can ever practice spiritually, and 
make more difference in your spiritual maturity and closeness to God 
than anything else you practice. You choose to serve and treat them like 
they are Royalty, and you wouldn’t believe the love that comes back from 
them when you are choosing to love in obedience.  
Despair or Faith? Marriage can specialize in de-emphasizing our 
similarities until we forget or play down all the things we have in common 
with our mate. Because of our selfishness, we begin to exaggerate our 
differences until it literally looks as though there is nothing that we have 
in common but love (hopefully) and there seems no basis left with which 
to build upon. These differences, along with the intrusions, pains, 
betrayals and expenses of marriage will (if they haven’t already) take you 
to a place where you feel that there is no reason to hold it together any 
longer. This is the hopeless, broken place that God will allow our self-
centered ways to take us to in a marriage; then He can teach us a 
priceless lesson. It is in this darkest place of hopelessness in a marriage 
that the mystery of love, of Christ and the church is revealed. Romans 5:8. 
Marriage lives or dies in the times of darkness where it seems impossible 
to find a reason to continue; when it is evident that nothing but sacrificial 
love can hold it together. Almost every marriage will see these dark times; 
God allows our selfishness to get us there to show that it takes something 
bigger and truer than our flesh to really love; to show that we must really 
rely on something supernatural, outside our strength and control to keep 
us together. Marriage is more than we bargain for, more than we can 
handle by design. If love was just about joy, bliss and good times, do you 
think God would still be with us? The best foundation you can lay for a 
marriage is to truly love, accept and forgive one another in the times that 
it would be justified and logical to leave. To choose love and give worth 
when it is not deserved is the ultimate mystery that Christ can teach us 
about marriage through His love for the Church. 
You or ‘You’? We all usually have this view of who we think we are, and 
who we think others feel we are, then there is the view of who we really 
are… we often have delusions of grandeur about our kindness, holiness, 
selflessness, sacrifice… but if we stop and openly consider our attitude 
towards others especially our spouse who is closest to us, we will see the 
true nature of our heart revealed. Marriage gives us a real, physical, 3-D 
object that God says is entirely worthy of our wholehearted love and 
devotion and then says prove your love to me by loving them. 1 John 
4:20: does your attitude towards your spouse say that you love God? Your 
spouse will directly confront you with the reality of love, hate, spite or 
anything else you have for God, because it shows your attitude towards 
the person closest to you that demands the most of you and needs the 
most from you. Sometimes what starts as pure and loving, degenerates 
into a quest for self-fulfillment, wanting them to serve you, your 
purposes, dreams and desires.  
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Mystery #4

You, as 

God sees 

You!

 

Marriage will reveal so much about ourselves that we may 
not see. Marriages suffer because one or both partners 
have a spiritual problem, causing them to love like the 
world and not like Christ loves the Church. Have enough 
faith to trust what God’s Word says instead of what the 
world tells you. Psalm 34:8. Trust Him, and see what your 
marriage can really become.  

 

 

Mystery #3

Despair 

or Faith?
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Children’s Church:  

“Honor your father 

and your mother."  

 Exodus 20:12a NIV 

 

Children’s  

 

   

Ephesians 5:31-32 (NKJV)  
31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 

the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ 

and the church.  

1 Corinthians 13:4-5 (NKJV)  
4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not 

puffed up;  5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil;  
 

Ephesians 5:25 (NKJV)  
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 

 

Romans 5:8 (NKJV)  
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us. 

 

To submit pieces for publication to or for questions regarding The Seed, please contact Stacie Thomas: info@wordoflightcc.com 
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 (Prayer Accountability Commitment Trust)  
(9:30am Sundays) Adult Sunday School class 

 

 

*Don’t forget to bring food pantry items on Sunday 

 

 

May Birthdays 
3- Kristen Sansom 

5- Aaron Harless, Rob Romine 

11- Laura Hudnall 

19- Shari Hardwick 

26- Tim Hudnall 

 

May Anniversaries 
26- Jim & Stacie Thomas 

29- Jon & Traci Smith 

 

May Events 
3- Yard/Hot Dog/Baked Goods sale- benefitting Little 

Victories No Kill Animal Shelter- See Shari Hardwick 

17- FREE Babysitting at Church: See Diane or Brenda 

18- VBS Follow-Up Planning Meeting 

18- Fellowship Lunch 

18- Deposit ($30) for FLOCK trip to Cedar Point due 

 

 

P.A.C.T. 

 

To submit pieces for publication to or for questions regarding The Seed, please contact Stacie Thomas: info@wordoflightcc.com 
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Feeling frazzled as a parent? Not 

sure if what you are doing is 

"right"? Join us beginning Sunday, 

February 2nd for a biblically based 

study on parenting. Here the 

emphasis is on reaching the heart of 

children with the virtues and values 

that flow out of the character of 

Christ.  

 

Join us at 8:30 am for the video 

session, or arrive at 9:30 am for the 

discussion. 
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While at our kids program your child will enjoy a variety of 
activities that may include:  

- arts and crafts  
- G-rated movies 
- Songs 
- Games 
- a light dinner/snack 
- and especially lots of fun! 

http://www.wordoflightcc.com/GKGW


 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Powerpoint  

 

 
 

 

 

Powerpoint  

 

The Youth Group meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 and 

Wednesday evenings at 6:30. 

 

The Women’s Bible Study meets every other Monday evenings 

at 5:30. 

 

 
 

Children’s Sunday School meets Sunday mornings at 

9:30 and Children’s Church during the sermon. 
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W.I.N.G.S. (Women In Need of God’s Strength) 
Women’s Bible Study (Every other Monday 5:30pm) 
All women aged 18 and over are invited to join the 
ladies with unique bible studies. March 17 they 
began studying ‘Crazy Love’ by Francis Chan. It’s not 
too late to join them! 
 
 http://www.wordoflightcc.com/women.html 
 
For information regarding the group, please see 
Ginny Blankenship. 
 
 
 
The F.L.O.C.K. (Faith, Love and Obedience to Christ 
the King) Uth Group (Sundays 10:30am and 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm) 
Youth in grades 6-12 are encouraged to join in the 
activities of our Youth Group, focusing on the core 
values of the Christian Church: Fellowship, Missions, 
Worship, Evangelism and Teaching. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children: Sunday School and Children’s Church- boys 
and girls in kindergarten through sixth grade.  The 
goal of these classes is to “bring them up in the 
training and instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4) 
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MINISTRIES:  
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2276 US Route 60 

PO Box 256 

Culloden, WV 25510 

SERVICE TIMES  
Sunday 
Sunday School-9:30 a.m. 

Worship-10:45 a.m.  
 

Wednesday 
Adult Service-7:00 p.m.  
FLOCK Uth Service-6:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

 

Looking for a previous version of The Seed?  Find it on the website along with its’ corresponding sermon link- Now you can 

catch up on any sermons you missed, or review them when you need it.  http://www.wordoflightcc.com/nLarchive 

 
West Side Story Project 

As you’ve probably heard by now, our Church has taken the step in 

purchasing land that came upon us during our Church-wide fasting… 

With donations and our savings included, we now have a total of over 

$30000 towards our building and land fund goal.  Our goal to buy the 

land outright HAS BEEN REACHED!!!! And we’re on our way towards 

the other $25000 for the building!!! 

Won’t you join us in our Building Pledge Drive!?!?!? 
 

KEEP PRAYING FOR THE BUILDING! 

We break ground May 22, 2014 
http://wordoflightcc.com/WSSP.html 
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